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By Sangat Singh

ON Sept 20, 2000 at 1930 hours,
Datuk Tan Hussain — famous
as "Nine Mike Two Dancing
Witches” — died peacefully. He
was the grand old man of ama-
teur radio and an operator par
excellenice known nationally and
internationally. He was 89.

Till the end, he was alert and
vivacious on the waves, despite
two strokes.

He had a chequered career
starting as court interpreter in
Ipoh and ending as a circuit
magistrate in Muar, a job he
quit in December 1966. He was
subsequently invited to join the
Johor Public Service Commis-
s101. .

He was educated at the Ander-
son School in Ipoh.

It was in 1930, as a young
short wave listener (SWL), that
he first heard “This is London
Calling”. He had to ride his new
Hudson bicycle for four miles to
a friend’s house to listen to the
BB(C,

He had heard about wireless
receivers and had seen pictures
of the various models but had
no chance to twiddle with them
until his father bought him a
Dutch-made receiver shaped
like a French cathedral.



